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HEAD OVER HEELS® 
DESIRE HIBISCUS 

Hibiscus moscheutos 
‘RutHib4’ PPTBS
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SELLING FEATURES

• Large, saucer-shaped, scarlet red 
flowers with a deep red eye.

• Heavier flower set than other 
market varieties.

• Compact, well branched habit 
that is improved over other 
market varieties.

• Dark burgundy foliage

Fig 1: Landscape habit.

Fig 2: Foliage and flower color of Head Over Heels® Desire.



GENERAL INFORMATION
 

lIGht:  Full sun

matURE sIzE: 3.5–4’ h x 3.5–4’ w

natURal blOOm sEasOn: Mid-summer to late summer

UsDa haRDInEss: Zone 4

UsEs:  Specimen, mass plantings, mid to back  
 of border. 

FINISHING INFORMATION 
 
mEDIa: Standard Ornamental Nursery Mix

mEDIa ph:  5.0–6.5

mEDIa Ec:  2.0–2.5

mOIstURE:   Maintain even moisture in 
well-drained soil. 

fERtIlIzER:   13-5-9 Harrell’s 8–9 month slow release 
feed, top dressed.

 •   20 grams in 1 gallon

 •   40 grams in 2 gallon

 •   60 grams in 3 gallon

cOmmOn pEsts & DIsEasE:   Watch for aphids, caterpillars, 
Japanese beetles, white flies, and 
mealybugs. Botrytis can occur on 
flowers and flower buds. 

tRImmInG:   Recommend one trim during the first 
year of production to bulk. Trim when 
new growth is still soft, leaving 2–3 
nodes under the trim mark. Allow 5–6 
weeks from trim to bloom time.

pGRs: None needed

aDDItIOnal nOtEs:  •   Pay close attention to potting level of 
bare root inputs. The crown should 
be at or just above the soil line.

  •   Keep Hibiscus well-watered and 
do not allow to wilt. Wilting will 
negatively impact flower set and cause 
loss of lower leaves.

  •   Plants require direct sunlight to 
produce burgundy foliage; grow 
production outdoors. Plants grown 
under glass will produce green foliage.

FINISHING INFORMATION (continued)

fInIshInG tImEs:  •   2 gallon: Shift 72c in Spring. Plants 
will be saleable in summer, about 
10–12 weeks.

  •   3 gallon: Shift 21c in spring. Plants 
will be saleable in summer, about 
10–12 weeks. Shift bare root in 
spring. Plants will be saleable in 
summer, about 8–10 weeks. 

Fig 3: Finished container.

lImItatIOn Of WaRRanty: The information provided was obtained from trials conducted in Southeastern Pennsylvania and is provided only as a reference. 
Star® Roses and Plants does not warrant the exact results to be achieved as this can vary depending upon your location and cultural practices.
© Star® Roses and Plants, 25 Lewis Road, Cochranville, PA 19330

avaIlablE fROm staR® ROsEs anD plants 
anD OthER lIcEnsED GROWERs. UnlIcEnsED 
pROpaGatIOn stRIctly pROhIbItED.

cORpORatE OffIcE:  1-800-458-6559
8 Federal Road, Suite 6,  
West Grove, PA 19390

cUstOmER sERvIcE:  1-800-457-1859 
41700 Road 100,  
Dinuba, CA 93618


